Chapter XXI
GERMANY  AGAINST THE POPE

HE position of the Catholic Church in Germany is
changing from day to day, and it hardly seems of any
practical use to go too much into detail about what is
happening when one has only space for a single chapter on the
subject. The bare facts, therefore, must suffice, which are
of vital importance to the future of the Catholic Church
in the world, and complicated enough in themselves.
When the present Pope succeeded to the throne of
St Peter's he could look to a Church in Germany better
organised than it had ever been before.
In some parts of Germany the Church had found it
necessary to come to the assistance of its members in
other parts of the country, for one must remember that
Germany, until the advent of Hitler, was still a federation
of small and big states each with its own local pride
and traditions. Some of them were intensely Protestant,
or, to be more exact, intensely anti-Catholic. Others, like
Bavaria, were so Catholic that anti-clericalism was ram-
pant.
During those difficult years immediately after the
War, before the Nazis became of any great importance,
I think it is safe to say that the Centre Party, which was
almost entirely Catholic, was about the only party with a